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Abstract

Major English-language business journals such as The Wall Street Journal and
BusinessWeek are an important source of information for business leaders around the
world who need to keep up with the fast-changing international economic and business
circumstances. However, a number of Japanese businesspeople appear to have difficulty
reading these journals as they are mostly unfamiliar with the so-called “economic media
English,” that is, English usage peculiar to Western business journalism. Unfortunately,
there are few courses available at universities in Japan where one can learn the skills to
read authentic materials from the world’s topnotch business press. This paper attempts to
identify problems that second language readers may have when they read business news
materials. Tt also analyzes basic processes in reading comprehension and discusses a set of
teaching methods in the context of contributing to international business communication.
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{1) The economists’ consensus outlook was that gross
domestic product — the broadest measure of eco-
nomic activity — will expand at a rate of about 3.6%
in 2005. .

(2) Many commercial banks raised their prime rate, a
benchmark for many consumer and business loans,
to 5.5% from 5.25%.

LEDFITid, gross domestic product (EPAREREE)
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(1) While the stock market remained sluggish, the
fixed-income market continued to rally.

(2) U.S. stocks pulled back in mild selling yesterday,
as a series of profit warnings weighed on the

market.

FEofIT (1) (2 & bR IlfiT, —RLAE A%
LWEECHPMEREDON TRV, 24, KFETRL
#- fixed-income market & profit warning {36 T &8\
L3 BATERBERAETHY. CThEMOSKHVLENE
DBEHRIZELL DDV THEA D,

#32(1)D fixed-income market 122 W T i, FAE M
1213 fixed-income DEFEE LT (ETINAL &» [EEE
BB | Ehh#i-oTVWBED, HF DL D IR0, BE
20 [EENATE] BEELERLTATHMDI LI PD
P BV, A, BFBEoARICBER TR, Ihds
[E&THE] 2EBW®T 32L& b02R3TTH S,

fixed-income & I XF@Y —EOFIIEH RSN D &
WS ETHAHH, BFLE T fixed-income security
[investment] % EOKRBTHIF L, EHE [HEH] 28
Tt 3, THbL, BITRICHRD e —EOFIZRD KA
W, (HEBHE TSN TVWAISLVIEKRTH 5,
C OEB I E OML TR~ BB L b3, 51

5. HLEEG EDIERETH LM, HRIEENTWD
ZEUA T 5 bRERES—E LBV, BHERER
EHROAVTWBRIHEIZ LTh, FlL D IRV T
FITEN AL IFIC LT, —EOREFRMNERENS
MoTH D, EE% fixed-income security & FESEERIE
ZZith B,

FI2(2)D profit warning 22>V Tld, [FIREE] 1L
LHRLTOE KRB S KV, T [RENGZOE(LT
8] & TRIRFEOTHEILE] BEE2EKRT 5RHET,
MR ORI ANEIC IETICBIST 5, ESNE
DOE(H B VIRFIRTFEROTHBEERR LD, #H7T
F 1) 2 b ASHYEIRD 1 MRS D RIRT ENROREL %=
BlX T 3 2IBE 1 E D profit warning 12247 5,

BREEEEANCAEOIRREICE S W TITDN %,
Lichis Ty DB RHMICHELS RTTEREERTS
ZUS DRI PL Bl L AR ERICHRT 6 LIt -TH
D, BRTF YR b OEERNOFERY - 20—KREL
T, MEOSTEEBRRERL TV 5, REXPKRER
FEITIRT D LR FRICESC 2 EpnBuin, TR
KRS 2HENRE LSS’ AEPLT Y R MK
BRI L TEPPICZOEEREABINF L SGL V. T

b b, FEROINGETEIERTELVATREAH 5 720,
FHEAFTHEBET S LW [BE]) £2FTI0EPHTS
B0TH B, ZOBHEEMNDOM» > TOIUL, profit warning
LWHHFED= 2T VAN OLDETHH I,

Ok Aie, —REFAEEM > 2 REAEIEEORMT
DL VIBEAE |, EXRB LB OREERH#C
TZBEREL->TWE, ThTR, E5TNETDLDN
FEOHBAREIBLIIENTEEZDOTHA I, O
AicoWVWTiR, KO [FGiERAOBR] ohTim L

AR

V. EXEREREOBERE

1. FiRE

WD [HER] L RESINWHITETHEI M, LEFH
PEIAESEL, OB VWHEBEOBERAEANT [bhoftkd
BES] KBBTETERWEASS, Kits (1989 [4-61)
BESCABET 21013, EREOELE V- K EENAHO
B, T2oshhiRiRic BE - 2 ERNAESLE ]
LTELTVWE, §1bbE, XEORAICESoDONIEL
TRIA., BAFOE-> LA LAOFMMWMETHEL, £
izl hodbsboicttbyTRUHT EFELL]
eI B END, TOERIMEEARILLIcbDNR
# —= (schema) TH 3 LIEHL TWVW3,

2EF -l HEOER T O RAOWEELT [ RAF—<
i | (schema theory) 75, b&b&, HELLE
LG 2 ANOHBRIREEMET 2NFHE L THE-1bDT
HaH, 20H%, E_EEYEONFRSIEHSN S LD
It ot, COMERICLBE, BRLRIFAFORSER

3% (background knowledge) &XFE (text) & DORD

MEfEA 7 B 2 (interactive process) &WH%, T4

BRBDHBIE V] D

bbb, BAFEHAKOE >R F-—whoROEUBLORE
FEOH LT, XEEBS LADELABONELERL LS
L4 BEbIITHB, LT, HBAHEFVEYLRF—=
Ao TWHINIEXEAERTEN L, i, R R
F -2 ARUHT EXEONBEBRMBLTLE 3o

2F-<HRICL DL, NEAHERETLI03 220K
ML 2 3 — < BUBEE WD, 1D2IXBEONBICHETSH
BmHETR S [NERF — <] (content scheme)s. 22
B YEHE T smEmcsd s AR+ —~<] (for-
mal schema) ThH b, TD2DODRXF —eMWFICED
LONEEARITTOMCO W, ERRLERAOBR
BOPTEELTHIZ,

2. EXRBETLBEONEAF—<
bhbhIXEEZFELEE, BARNESOH B M E Y
I DEIDBERADKE VI y 7 L0 b>ADICHERELY
FTVEWVD T EERBRNICAI > TS, AF—<HERmIT
NEFERIICEMF 20T, ABR+—<2&RT0 [H
HRLEUBIHAMOLETH B,

H 5



HITHIRIC L B &, XEXERT 2BOER « XUEAFH
Ly M EY 7 BT 2ERAE L OBRERNS &L £L<
DG, EE  EMFHL 0 bEBHOE S BXEDE
BREIC XD REX BT A EDERENHTVAEY, Thid,
HNAICET 2 ERSEss T, BROMNBARIH 572
EHAZIEATLTVWAEVWALD, TCT, Lt
20FX2ESI—ERTAK I,

U.S. stocks pulled back in mild selling yesterday, as
a series of profit warnings weighed on the market.
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OBEENNREH T LI LE2ENLT 2EREDDIC
FEAHOWTITON 3B L EEEESTHD | LEHRLT
Wa, FF (2003 [32]) 3. ZOEEREFBEHLTEYXRZ
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